World War II- focus on a local history study- how the war effected the people of Cornwall
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World War II UKS2

Key Vocabulary ‘ How Did World War II Start?

The United Kingdom, France and
Poland, joined by other
countries, including the USSR
(Soviet Union), the United States of
America and China.

later

Axis

The Axis Powers were originally
Germany, Japan and Italy. Other
countries joined them later.

Nazi
party

A German political party with
racist and anti-Jewish ideas, led
by Adolf Hitler.

atomic
bomb

A very high-energy bomb made of
radioactive material.

annex

To take another country’s land
and make it part of yourcountry.

A European country. Now two
countries: the Czech Republic and
Slovakia.

propaganda

Information designed to promote
a political idea or opinion.

active service

Taking part in a military operation
as part of the armed forces.

Sudetenland (an area of

war on Germany.

The leader of Germany, Adolf Hitler, had plans to take over other countries. In
March 1938, Germany invaded and annexed Austria, which made other countries
worried. On 29t September 1938, British, French, German and Italian leaders
signed a treaty called the Munich Agreement. This allowed Hitler to annex the

) if he agreed not to invade anywhere

else. However, in August 1939, Hitler broke the agreement and invaded the rest
of , followed by Poland on 1% September. Britain, France and
Poland had made a pact to support each other, so Britain and France declared

The Role of Women

Before the war, most women stayed at
home and didn't go out to work.Those
who did work were paid less than men
and were generally restricted to
‘women’s jobs’, such as nursing or
working as a shop assistant. However,
when men were called up for active
service, women were needed to do jobs
such as making weapons, driving buses
and trains or working in engineering or
shipbuilding. Some joined the armed
forces themselves.

After the war, many women lost their
jobs. However, their experiences led
them to campaign for equal working
rights and pay so that they could carry
on leading more independent lives.

Cornwall during the War

Cornwall played a major role in World
War II not only with fighters who flew
from the many RAF bases in Cornwall
but also in the important D-Day
Normandy landings. During 1940 and
1941 thousands of bombs fell on
Cornwall and there were even airborne
landings of enemy troops. Ports and
harbours such as Falmouth were
defended from the sea by emergency
coastal batteries. Pendennis Castle was
used as the Command Centre for
Cornwall. It  co-ordinated the
protection of the Cornish coast, the
port of Falmouth and the western
approaches to Britain. Cornwall was
also home to several radar stations.
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